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premises of the Commune the inmates move about
freely and they can be sent out on errands beyond
the limits of these colonies unaccompanied. They have
the right to private appointments with friends. In ap-
pearance these prison colonies look no different from
all other fanning collectives. There are no fences
about them, no armed guards at the gates. There is
no lock on any of the buildings and the dormitories
of the prisoners are kept open day and night.
Escapes have occurred, but only in the case of pro-
fessional criminals who have been admitted to the
colonies without sufficient investigation as to their
recidivist tendencies, or because of a sentimental regard
for their proletarian origin and their early privations.
The fear of losing his prison credits and delaying his
release from confinement is sufficient to keep the aver-
age accidental or casual criminal from attempting to
escape. From time to time "false escapes'* occur. Thus
a young prisoner will steal away after the evening roll
call to the nearby village for a visit with his sweetheart
and may not return till after roll call the next morn-
ing. Elderly prisoners, too, were known to overstay
the legal limit after a clandestine visit to a wine shop
where they had a few* drinks too many. A warning by
the authorities or a trial by the "court of comrades"
of the colony is usually sufficient to put a stop to these
irregularities.
Statistics with regard to these agricultural prison
communes are very desultory and incomplete. The